Report of the 2006 Senate District DFL Convention Constitution Committee

Prepared for action March 25, 2006
(This report contains both suggested editorial changes as well as substantive changes recommended by the committee. The editorial changes and additions are underlined and when they are substitutes for current language in the SD65 Constitution then the deleted language has been indicated by a strikethrough. The committee will propose these changes be made as one motion. The substantive changes and additions are italicized and when it is a substitute for current language in the Constitution then the deleted language has been indicated by a strikethrough. The committee will propose these changes be taken up individually.)

CONSTITUTION FOR SENATE DISTRICT 65 DFL


Article I:
PURPOSE OF THE LOCAL DFL AND OF THE PARTY CONSTITUTION 

Section 1: The purpose of the local DFL party unit is to elect candidates who are supported by the party and who hold the views outlined in the party platform and to increase grassroots participation by supporting outreach activities at Precinct, House District, and local levels.

Section 2: The purpose of the party constitution at the senate district level is to regulate and standardize procedures; ensure intra-party democracy; provide for accountability; and grant clear authority to party officers and bodies in appropriate areas.

Article II:
NAME, ORGANIZATION AND BASIC AUTHORITY

Section 1: The name of the local county unit is Senate District 65 Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party. Bodies within the Senate District shall be labeled appropriately.

Section 2: The basic right of membership belongs to anyone who supports the principles of the DFL, its platform and its candidates at all levels.

Section 3: The basic components of the Senate District DFL are:

A. The Senate District Party convention, the highest governing body in the district.

B. The Senate District Central Committee, the second highest body in the district. 

C. The Senate District Executive Committee, the body that is accountable to the Senate District Central Committee.

D. The House District Management Committees, which handle house district business and items limited to the area contained in the each house district.

E. The Senate District Affirmative Action Committee, which is accountable to the Senate District Executive Committee.

F. The party officers, who are accountable to the various bodies outlined in this document.

G. Various committees and sub-committees may be created and are accountable to the body that created them or to the body that is higher in rank than the body that created them.

Section 4: The operations of the Senate District Party are subject to:

A. The Constitution, bylaws and the calls of the National Democratic Party and the Minnesota DFL and 4th Congressional District DFL.

B. This Constitution and its Bylaws.

C. The directives of the Senate District  convention.

D. Rules and directives issued by the bodies outlined in this document.

Section 5: When conflicts occur, if clearly applicable, the higher document will prevail in determining proper action.

ARTICLE III: 
CONVENTIONS

Section 1: Conventions of the Senate District shall take place in the district according to the party rules set out by higher central committees and in accordance with guidelines set forth in this document and by the Senate District Central Committee.

Section 2: The delegates and alternates to Senate District Convention shall be those delegates and alternates elected at the most recent statewide precinct caucuses.

Section 3: In October of odd numbered years, the Senate District Executive Committee will appoint a special commission on precinct caucuses.  This commission will be composed of three (3) men and three (3) women from each House District.  This commission will be responsible for providing facilities, materials, site supervision and precinct conveners for precinct caucuses held in the district. This commission will attempt to consult with the Precinct Chair and Associate Chairs in setting arraignments (sites and conveners) for each precinct. It will also recommend the date and location for the Senate District Convention to the Senate District Executive Committee.


Section 4: General Rules for Conventions:

A. No required registration fee will be enforced; however, efforts will be made to obtain donations. 
B. Registration shall not be closed until adjournment; however, delegates/alternates will not be seated during a vote or during the sub-caucusing process.

C. Accessible sites within the district will be used and American Sign Language interpreters will be provided at conventions and caucuses when requested in advance.

D. On platform resolutions, a signed written ballot will be used.

E. Attempts will be made to include at least a half-hour question and answer period on the convention agenda for each public office endorsement being contested at the local party level.

F. The site and date of conventions shall be selected by the Senate District Executive Committee.
G. Proportional Representation will be used as a method to elect delegates and alternates if the body requests it at any point before delegates are chosen.
Section 5: The Convention Committees shall be the following plus any others mandated by the Minnesota DFL Call or Senate District Executive Committee: Rules and Agenda Committee; Constitution and Bylaws Committee; Credentials Committee; Resolutions Committee; Party Officer Nominations Committee; Candidate Information Committee; and Arrangements Committee. Members of these committees must be delegates or alternates selected at the precinct caucus.
BYLAW 1: The following formula shall be used in allocation of seats to precincts:  A precinct with ten delegates or fewer to the Senate District convention may elect a total of two individuals to serve on convention committees, precincts with 11 to 20 delegates may elect four to serve. Precincts with 21 to 30 delegates may elect six to serve; with 31 to 40 may elect one individual for each for each convention committee and an additional to serve where she or he best fits; and those precincts with more than 40 delegates may elect one individual to serve on each convention committee and three additional individuals to serve on committees they best fit into.

BYLAW 2: Individuals elected to convention committees shall meet on the first Saturday after the precinct caucuses to organize themselves into pre-convention committees. Gender balance rules apply. If there is a problem in organizing, the membership of pre-convention committees will be selected in the following manner: Sign-up sheets will be provided for each committee.  If more than 20 people sign up for any one committee, membership to all pre-convention committees will be elected by the individuals selected at precinct caucuses to serve on pre-convention committees.  General rules and other election procedures apply.  Committee elections shall take place in this order: Rules; Candidate Information; Constitution; Credentials; Party Officer Screening; Resolutions and Arrangements.

Individuals who fail to be elected shall have their name placed in a “lottery pool” and four names shall be drawn from this pool and be made members of each committee.  Finally, the SD Executive Committee has the right to select two individuals to serve on each committee as conveners.  Thus, the total voting membership of any convention committee would be limited to 26 people.

In the event that there are too few people on any committee, the committee chair is empowered to seek out additional Senate District 65 DFL party members to participate.



















Section 6:  A special commission on legislative contact shall be established by the Resolutions Committee and the Senate District Central Committee at the first Senate District Central Committee meeting after the Senate District Convention. The commission shall be composed of two men and two women who will contact and monitor the Senate and House legislators and work with them to meet the goals set forward in the platform. The commission shall report to the Senate District Central Committee quarterly. The term shall be for two years.
Section 7: Senate District Special Conventions may be called by the Senate District Chair or by a majority vote of the Senate District Executive committee.

ARTICLE IV:

PARTY OFFICERS AND PARTY BODIES
Section 1: The officers of the DFL Party in this Senate District are: Chair, Associate Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Affirmative Action Officer and Twelve Directors.  The Twelve directors shall be elected in the following manner:

A. The Chair and Associate Chair must be of opposite gender.  Officers are elected at the Senate District Conventions and their terms shall be for two years.

B. Two directors shall be elected by each House District to serve as House Chair and Associate Chair.  They shall be of opposite gender.

C. Eight directors (four of each gender) shall be elected at-large at the Senate District level, no more than five of whom shall be from the same House District.



Section 2: The Senate District Executive Committee shall be composed of:

A. The officers of the Senate District.

B. Individuals who are members of the 4th District or State Executive Committees and reside in Senate District 65.

C. City of Saint Paul DFL Ward Coordinators residing in Senate District 65.

D. One elected public official who was endorsed by the DFL and who resides in the district as chosen by the other elected officials on the Senate District Central Committee.

E. The Senate District Central Committee shall have the power to elect people to the Executive Committee who fall within one or more of the categories of underrepresented groups listed in the Affirmative Action Section of this Constitution.  These positions shall not total more than 20% of the membership of the Executive Committee.  The term of individuals elected under this section shall be one year.


Section 3: The members of the Senate District Central Committee shall be:

A. The members of the Senate District Executive Committee.

B. The members of the 4th District or State Central Committees who reside in SD 65.

C. The Precinct Chairs and Associate Chairs.

D. All elected DFL officials who have been endorsed by the DFL and who reside in SD 65.

Section 4: The House Management Committees shall meet at least twice each year and shall be:

A. Composed of the House Chair and Associate Chair and those members of the Senate District Central Committee residing in the House District.

B. Authorized to conduct business relating to the House District.

C. Charged with helping elect DFL-endorsed candidates in the House District and serve as an outreach vehicle.

Section 5: The Affirmative Action Committee shall be chaired by the Affirmative Action Officer; shall meet at least twice each year; and shall be:

A. Composed of the Chair plus the Affirmative Action Directors, five (5) elected in each House District from different underrepresented groups wherever possible.  Gender balance rules apply.

B. Responsible for creating and executing an Affirmative Action Plan and for implementing the provisions of this Constitution under Article XI.

ARTICLE V:

RULES GOVERNING DFL PARTY BODIES

Section 1: All areas not covered by this document shall be governed by higher party documents and/or Robert’s Rules of Order.

Section 2: The Bodies outlined in this document may adopt standing rules by a majority vote, if such action is noted on the call of the meeting.

Section 3: The Bodies of this party will attempt to meet in accessible sites in the district and shall be open to those in the district who consider themselves DFLers.  Meetings are called by the Chair, the Executive Committee, or in accordance with the rules outlined in the State Constitution.




BYLAW 1: Quorum rules are:

A. For the Senate District Executive Committee: 1/3 of the members.

B. For the Senate District Central Committee: 1/3 of the Senate District Executive Committee plus five other members.

C. For the House Management Committees: five members of that body.

BYLAW 2: Notice of meetings shall be in accordance with the State Party Constitution; 15 days if by mail.

BYLAW 3: The Senate District Executive Committee and the Senate District Central Committee shall each meet at least three times a year.  The rules for calling a meeting shall be those outlined in the State Party Constitution.

ARTICLE VI:

VACANCIES AND REPLACEMENT PROCESS

Section 1: Only vacancies for positions with predetermined alternates (including central committee alternates) have automatic succession. The first alternate of the same gender is promoted and all subsequent alternates advance one position and the Senate District Central Committee elects a new last-ranking alternate.
Section 2: A position is declared vacant when the following occurs: death, leaving the district, resignation, removal for cause or automatic removal.

Section 3: A member of the Senate District Executive Committee is considered to have vacated their position after three consecutive, unexcused regular Senate District Executive Committee meetings have been missed.  The Senate District Executive Committee must declare a vacancy and the Senate District Central Committee must fill it.

Section 4: For non-precinct posts, the Senate District Central Committee will declare a vacancy and elect someone to fill it.  If the post is a State Central Committee or an Senate District Executive Committee seat, the election must take place within 60 days of the official declaration of the vacancy unless a convention is to occur within 90 days.  Precinct posts are filled at the  precinct caucus meeting if one is to occur within 90 days of the vacancy or by the House Management Committee if a caucus is not to be held within that time period.

Section 5: The Senate District Central Committee may dismiss a member subject to the rules outlined in the State Party Constitution.  No one may be removed for cause unless prior notice and the specific reason(s) are listed on the call for the meeting at which removal is to be considered.

ARTICLE VII:

ELECTION TO HIGHER BODIES
Section 1: Whenever electing to higher bodies of the party (conventions; Central Committees) equal gender division rules will be observed.  Also, every attempt will be made to ensure equal representation from all parts of the district.

Section 2: The representatives of the Senate District to the Fourth District Central Committee members shall be selected at the House unit level in accordance with the allocation set forth in the call from the Fourth (4th) District.

Section 3: The representatives of the Senate District to the  Fourth District Executive Committee will be: two members and two alternates elected by the Senate District Executive Committee and shall be members of the Senate District Executive Committee.

Section 4: The representatives of the Senate District to the State Central Committee members will be: The Chair and Associate Chair with the Secretary and Treasurer as their alternates.  The other members shall be elected evenly from the two House Districts.  Any odd number shall be elected at the senate level.

A. The Secretary shall be the first alternate and the Treasurer shall be the second alternate for the purpose of being seated at State Central Committee meetings, but shall be the last alternates to fill any regular State Central Committee membership absences.

B. Membership vacancies shall be filled as follows: A vacancy of an at-large member shall be filled by an at-large alternate.  All other vacancies shall be filled by alternates honoring proper gender and House District division.

ARTICLE VIII:

PROCEDURAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE POINTS
Section 1: In addition to those outlined in higher party documents and in bylaws adopted, the duties of the officers shall be:

A. Chair: Responsible for naming conveners of pre-convention committees.

B. Associate Chair: Convenes the special commission on caucuses and conventions; reviews all rules and portions of this constitution which apply to the caucus and convention system with the special commission on caucuses and conventions at that commission’s first meeting; no later than October 31 of odd years.

Section 2: When not covered by party documents or by standing rules adopted by the body in question, “Robert’s Rules of Order” shall be the guide for procedure.

Section 3: The Senate District Central Committee may set up various restricted funds whose uses shall be limited by rules adopted by that body.

Section 4: The Senate District Executive Committee shall, in conjunction with the House District Management Committees, develop a formula of income and revenue sharing.

ARTICLE IX:

BYLAWS

Section 1: The Bylaws in this document may be changed by a majority vote of the convention or by a majority vote of the Senate District Central Committee.  In the case of the Senate District Central Committee, proposed changes must be listed on the call of the meeting.

Section 2: New Bylaws may be added in the same manner as listed above.

ARTICLE X:

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES AND MATTERS

Section 1: This Constitution may be changed at any convention by a majority vote.

Section 2: The constitution may be changed by the Senate District Central Committee if 2/3 of the members at the meeting in question vote do so and if the change has been proposed by the Executive Committee or in writing by a majority of the members of the Senate District Central Committee.   Announcement of a proposed change must be listed in the call of the meeting at which the change is to be voted on.

Section 3: A special committee on Constitution and Bylaws questions shall be created if deemed necessary by the Executive Committee.  This committee will have the power to make interpretations on questions relating to the documents in question, subject only to the Senate District Central Committee’s right to review and approve such interpretations.  This committee shall be composed of the Chair, Associate Chair, Affirmative Action Officer and two people elected by the Senate District Executive Committee.
Section 4: For all proposed constitutional changes both the original language and the proposed language must be provided.
ARTICLE XI:

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

Section 1: The Senate District DFL party shall take action to encourage the participation of Young People, Senior Citizens, Women, Blacks, Hispanics, American Indians, Asians, South Pacific Islanders, Gays, Lesbians, the Disabled, the Poor and all other groups which have been traditionally underrepresented in the party process.

Section 2: The Senate District will offer training and educational seminars to those individuals seeking knowledge of the DFL.

BYLAW 1: The Senate District Central Committee will establish a restricted fund for Affirmative Action and organize fund-raisers for the purpose of obtaining income for the fund.
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